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Emergency Session 

Commissioners' Court 

August 3, 2000 8:30 a.m. 

The following members of Court were present: 

Jack Leath County Judge 

Keith Clark Commissioner Pct. # 1 

Lynn Smith Commissioner Pct. #2 

Doyle Dickerson Commissioner Pct. #3 

Gene Nethery Commissioner Pct. #4 

Janice McDaniel County Clerk 

Judge Leath called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

Agenda item #1-Take Action - Water Development Board Grant 

-

Judge Leath said Phyllis Thomas with the Water Development Board called 

him yesterday to let him know that our application for funding of the regional 

water planning study has been approved for $105,000.00. This amount is 

$115,000.00 short of what we requested. She told him that we were at the bottom 

of the list that was approved and this was all that was left. He said he contacted 

Keith Kindle and asked if they could cut cost. 

Judge Leath read the letter of response from Keith Kindle, Turner, Collie & 

Braden. They recommended that the wastewater study not be done at this time 

except for the EDAP eligible areas. 

Phyllis Thomas asked us to decide whether or not we want to proceed. We 

have spent approximately $25,000.00 so far. 

Judge Leath said he doesn't know how the Water Development Board and 

the Sabine River Authority (SRA) will respond to us not doing the wastewater 

study except for EDAP eligible areas. He said we have 3 choiGes: fund the whole 

thing except for the $105,000.00; do what TC&B suggest and drop the wastewater 

except for the EDAP eligible areas; or to get out. He said he doesn't think we 

should get out. Everywhere you go and everyone you talk to says that water is the 

most critical issue we have in the State of Texas. Someone within the State told 

him that when the Legislature convenes again, junior water rights would be 



eliminated. Every area of the state will have the same right to the waters of Toledo 

Bend that we have. 

Commissioner Nethery said we entered this with the belief that this was the 

most serious need in the County and we should go ahead with it if we can handle 

the extra cost. He said he believes we need to have a one on one meeting with the 

head person with the Water Development Board and with the SRA. This whole 

issue is beneficial to the SRA. We need to see if we can get more support out of 

the SRA than we have now. 

Judge Leath said he doesn't have the final figures right now but he feels like 

we would be able to fund the extra cost. He said we may be voted down but we 

have to give the people of this County the opportunity to guarantee them good 
; i 

water and enough of it for well into the future. If we have any hope of economic 

development or expansion, we have got to be able to offer water. Right now you 

could not. South Sabine might be able to offer a few hundred gallons. The 

TNRCC keeps putting more and more regulations on the water supply corporations 

and the cost of water is going to keep going up. 

Commissioner Smith said he agrees with what has been said. He said he 

doesn't mind cutting back on the wastewater except for the EDAP areas. That is 

probably all we could afford anyway. 

Judge Leath said the Water Development Board is just as strong on 

wastewater as they are on water. 

Commissioner Dickerson said he agrees with what has been said. 

Commissioner Clark said he feels that the water situation is just going to get 

worse. These small water supply corporations are having difficulties already 

trying to comply with the regulations that the TRNCC is imposing. 

Judge Leath moved to commit us to the completion of this project in 

whatever form that looks most favorable in funding from the Water Development 

Board and the SRA or if we have to fund the whole $275,000.00. Commissioner 

Clark seconded. All voted for. Motion carried. 

The Court was in agreement that this project would need good publication. 

Commissioner Nethery moved to adjourn. Commissioner Dickerson 
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Augmt l, 2000 

Hooarable Jack H. Leath 
Sabine County 
P.O. Box720 
Hempllill. Texas 75948 

Re: TWDB Rep,111.1 Plaanm1 Applicauon 

Ocat Juqc Leath: 
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We have been noafied tbat rbe TWDB bas allocated $105,000 rowuda the preparation of a 
rqiomJ p1Glliua $1Udy Tbe total IIIIOIW approved is SllS.000 below wblt wu 
requalld. Al you may recall. tbe applicldon included a IDll1 COil of M40,000 of which 
tbe TflDI WII mpaated ta fund $220,000 1'1lle Coumy would bave been raponaible for 
$160,000 in cam coalribUtion. plus the $60,000 of in-kind ,crvice. 

Jf we procnded wilh the ac• of wmlc • pllmled, tbe County would now bave to 
colllrillu11e S27.S,000 in catb plUI die $60,000 of in-tilld lln'ic:es. Since this fipre is a 
sub&tanlial IIDOWll of caah for the Couaty to suppon, TC&B propoeea to N4ace the scope 
of services t>, developills a regioall pllll8ina ltUdy for primarily wam. Tbe regional 
need& for ww••r would not be eumined at this time with the exceprion of lhe EDAP· 
eligible arus. 

The reduction m the scope of services provides for the followm, cost revisions. 

Water Plllmina Study 
Wastewater Planning Study 
Environmearal Information Document 
Preparl1ion of M~ Authority 
Preparanon of Final Reports 

TOTALCASII 

TOTAL IN-KIND 

TOTAL COST 

I 11, '•·•'I ~ ••• 

$130,000 
S 40,000 
S 41,000 
S 30,000 
S 38 000 

$279,000 

ltQ,000 

S339,000 
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TurnerCollie@'Bladen Inc. 

Wltll tile TWDII ,-,,,,,,., of S105,000, the Couaty 'Mlllld be reqalrecl 
to lad $17.t,III, $14,- allowe die oripal COit dull the COllllty 
..... te COlltllbate. 

The lfflowl by die COUllly IO .... wida die reducal ..... e from dae lWDB ,rill 

lllow 1111 ....... of a dllOMJ pl 7 ifl IDiy to lddlal 1be Wll!I supJlly. storaip 
_......,. Wdl ~-.. ta e+tiem to-Wktf 1 • •121 r• IIIIIDdly for tbe 
--. It will 111D fl'O'ml lDr .. _. s so of a tidlily-.; •rial plln ID proc.eecl 
wilb die EDAPpadlaD of .. ,...-a,.. . I don. Lally. lllt llWiled COiii aboWn on 
die fallowiac PIii will lllllllt ill .. dis 1la. 1 of• EID 1121 will paovide 
awil-•IMI dz - to l8Dw 11111n tmq of prapGlld iaq,loWIIIIIIIIS. 

Pleuc call me• (9S6) 781-69'Jl if you have any queationl or C'GOMPl'!II. 

ltespccdully, 

-¢'~ 
ICeitb p. Killdle 
Senior Project·M-

cc: 
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D.Dow,TC&B 
R.SIDCCdo,TC&B 
C. Garr.a. TC&B 
J. Gomalel, TCcl:B 
File 48-(M035-033/1.2 
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