Special Called Meeting

Sabine County Commissioners’ Court
Wednesday, March 7, 2001 1:00 P.M.
Members of the Court present:

Jack Leath County Judge
Keith Clark Commissioner Pct. #1
Lynn Smith Commissioner Pct. #2
Doyle Dickerson Commissioner Pct. #3
Gene Nethery Commissioner Pct. #4
Janice McDaniel County Clerk

Judge Leath called the meeting to order.
Agenda item #1-Redistricting Committee Meeting

Appointed members of the redistricting committee present are:

- 1. Thomas Hamilton Chairman
2. Jerry Cowgill
3. Lee Edward Hunt
4, Jim Whitton
5. Neil Beall

Bob Bass with Allison, Bass & Associates met with the Court and the
Redistricting committee to discuss the steps in the process.

This was discussion only. No action was taken.

Commissioner Nethery moved to adjourn. Commissioner Dickerson

seconded. Meeting adjourned.

W COUNTY JUDGE

/ _,/4 ;f% ézz COMMISSIONER PCT. #1
W COMMISSIONER PCT. #2

COMMISSIONER PCT. #3

COMMISSIONER PCT. #4

ATTEST:

%@Mcoumy CLERK

vo TT _pg 204



- ]
Sabine County
Combined, 1999
n

vol _]_f_‘:L'___ Pﬂ_?_@.i




Yol _El:,_ pg_20C




REISTRIGTIVG

A GUIDE THROUGH THE
PROCESS

Allson Bans & Associales, 1.t P

*“No right is moro precious in a free
country then that of heving a voice in the
clection of thoss who make the laws
under which, as good citizens, we must
live. Other rights, even the most basic,
are illusory if the right to vote is
undermined "~-Earl Warren, Revniolds v.
Sims

‘One Person-One Vote’

= The conception of political equality from
the Declaration of independences, to
Lincoin’s Gettysburg Address, ©o the
Fiflesnth, Sevenisenth and Nineleenth
Amendments could mean only one thing:

Cray v. Sanders (1963)

Why Reapportion in 20017

One Person, One Vole.--Justice Douglas,

= The publication of the 2000 census around
Apri) 1, 2001, will require redistricting of
representalive districts as needed to
equalize populations smong districts

= State and many local govemments witl
need to revise representative districts to
avoid dilution of racial or language
minority group voting strength
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Who Must Reapportion?

s Ststewids goveming bodies:
u Congrassionsl, stafe house and senete, state bosrd
of education

» Locsl governing bodies:
= County commissloners courts (CC, JP)
s Single-membar debict schoul boards, cly counclls,
spaciel distiot boards
» EXCEPTION: no redisivicling neadad ¥ disiricts or
precinots have subslaniially ecusl populsiions under
2000 consus

Voting Rights Act of 1965

= Section 2- A plainiiff may sue for
discrimination under the Act.

= Seclion 5- Tendency of the to dilute
amwmm}wm.

u Department of Justice “preclearance.”

= Judicial by-pass option.

= Precisarance required before
implementation.

Avery v. Midland County (1 968)

s Periodic = Balance between
respportionment Precinols must be
exdended 10 Tems within a maxdmum
Commissioners devialion of 10%
Courts (based upon an idesl

» Toxme Statvies pracincl)

amended to comply
(42.001 Teo. Election i . l
Code)

Typical Criteria for
Reapportionment

Compaciness and conliguity
mummm
m-dm ‘

Proteciing incumbents
Preserving core of mxieting district

Belancing pertisen

composition of body-but
Wb“mmwm
Protection Claues of 14th Amendment
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Additional Criteria

u Minority representation sstablished in
1900 o M
refrogression, uniess hndmk
established in 1980 would offend Shaw v.
Reno dockrine.

a Avoid dilutionviragmentation.

Shaw v. Reno (1993)

= Race may notbe a » Meximized minority
predominant facior in precincts no longer
reapportionment required

» [frace is considered & Benchmarks
(as & must to some established under
extent under Voting priar law may be
Rigits) the plan must suapect
be nerrowly talored 4 ‘Bizarre’ districts wil

draw scrutiny

Mechanics of Reapportionment

u Divide total county population by 4.
u Artive at “ideal” precinct size.

u Determine actual population in existing
precincts

Wtoldadmdmheatagmss

and percentage deviation
u If grester than 10%, topﬁobouun must
redistrict.

If Redistricting Required, then

= Avoid “retrogression” of minority rights.
= Do not “fragment” minority populations.
u Achieve “ohe-person-one-vote™ balance.
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STEPS INCIDENT TO

REAPPORTIONMENT Additional Steps
-Pup-nfor“dmdn 'WM“WCI
= idantity exdeting poliing plsces =3 Preserve neighbcrhoods and
» Locate incumbent residence coeriniies of interest
= Assemble slection history for prior 10 years byl
« Evaluste accuracy of mapaboundsry s Estlion Adwinisiation
descriplions for exésting precincts By o Sanvices
‘ _ Additional Election Precinct
Election Precinct Requirements Requirements
a Commissioners = Commiseioner Pct. = Contain not less then 50-100 voters.
Courts required to = Justios CL. precinct. = Contain not more than 2000 volers in paper
m = Congrassional Dist beliot counties.
42.001 Yo Bloc. . e D = in Counties with election systems, election
Code. , « ClyWard pracincts may be as large as 5000 volers, (3
= Election Precincts < Swte Board of Ed depending on population of county.
ml::nlhln ' = Election precinct changes due by 10/101.
than one: more = Nolice of changes 10 perties, public, regisirar.
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Polling Places

= Reasongbly = if no public building
convenient to voters svalisble, polling
in slsction precinot place should be

= ADA compliant reasonably apen to
(acoses) the public, if posalble
= Public bulldings u As last resort, privete
cannot charge for use  8ruckures oan be
if otherwise open on used s a polling
alection date place

Role of Advisory Committee-
Optional but recommended

« Enhances involvement of community
leaders and interest groups.

u Assures open government.

Forming the Advisory Committee

= Each Commissioner Appoints 2 members.
» Judge Appoinis 3 members.

Duties of Advisory Committee

= Review any proposed plans.

= Host public hearings on redistricting.

n Assist in formulation of one or more
proposed plans.

= Recommend one or more plans for
adoption.
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Role of the Commissioners Court

w Sole Legal Authorily for Redistricting of
County election boundaeries.

= Uimate responsibiiity for adoption of a
proposed redistricing plan.

» Must satisly legal
by Federal and Stals insy.

= May ulliize reasonable discretion.

Approximate Timeline

= THl April 1, 2001-prepare map files,
assembie supporting documentstion.

» Aptil 1, 2001-release of census data.

e April 1-May 1-Prepare inilal Assessment
of exieting pollical boundaries, determine
nead for redistricling.

u May 1-July 1-Formulate redistricting plans.

Continued Timeline Implementation

» July -Conduct pubiic hearings on one or = After final plan adopted, Vater Registrar

more aliernalive plans. will begin prepering poll lists, moving

= August-Adopt final proposed plen. volars from former election precincts to

-Wmum any new election baxdprecinct.

fo of Juslice. ‘ = “Dual Track” for possiie revision of plan.

-wa'-om-om » Publication of new political boundaries.

» January-implementation of Plan. = Fling period for candidetes in January.
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Preclearance Process

= DOJ will review fo insure that plan doss

not discriminate againet race, langusge or
ethnic volcrs.

= initial 60 day review period.

Good Luck, and So We Begin

Do you have questions?
= May approve, request more information. Foel free to call us.
= if more information requested, addiional Alison, Bass & Associales, LLP.

60 day period from dete of response. §12/482-0701 Voice
512/480-0902 Fax
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