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Special Called Meeting 

Sabine County Commissioners' Court 

Wednesday, March 7, 2001 1:00 P.M. 

Members of the Court present: 

Jack Leath 

Keith Clark 

Lynn Smith 

Doyle Dickerson 

Gene Nethery 

Janice McDaniel 

County Judge 

Commissioner Pct. # 1 

Commissioner Pct. #2 

Commissioner Pct. #3 

Commissioner Pct. #4 

County Clerk 

Judge Leath called the meeting to order. 

Agenda item #I-Redistricting Committee Meeting 

Appointed members of the redistricting committee present are: 

1. Thomas Hamilton Chairman 
2. Jerry Cowgill 
3. Lee Edward Hunt 
4. Jim Whitton 
5. Neil Beall 

Bob Bass with Allison, Bass & Associates met with the Court and the 

Redistricting committee to discuss the steps in the process. 

This was discussion only. No action was taken. 

Commissioner Nethery moved to adjourn. Commissioner Dickerson 

seconded. Meeti/7adjo~ed. 

~~:__:._--~---=------COUNTY JUDGE 

.~.e~ COMMISSIONER PCT. #I 

~ £.itL COMMISSIONER PCT. #2 

---.a.GC~br---~....---,..~---COMMISSIONER PCT. #3 
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--A GUIDE THROUGH THE 
PROCESS --·--1-1.P 

'One Person .. Qne Vote' 

• The cancaplion of palllcal .. lllllily from 
the Dealll'lllan of lndlpllldlnce, to 
Lh:aln'a ~ Adina, totl9 
Flllll 1nlh, S..ent11nth and Ninllllnth 
Amlndmentll GOUid 1N1111 only one ting: 
One Penaon, One VOla.--Judce Douglas, 
Gt'lr Y. 8andllra (1883) 

L 
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'"No rip& ia an precious in a he 
coumyda .. ot•vma a wicie in the 
clcdion of._ who a1rc tho laws 
under wbidt. • ... dtlma, we lllUlt 
liwi. Oda ........... tho IDOlt basic, 
are m..ory If .. rta,i& to wee is 
lllllllrmined. •-Rart Wurm,,...,,..,.,, y. 

Sia 

Why Reapportion in 2001? 

• The publlcallon of the 2000 cenaua around 
April 1, 2001, wll rwqun c9CM1clng d 
rep111cat11111 .. cMtcla • n11ded to 
equalD popallonl among dlllrlc.1I 

• Sta and many laclll gaMfflNll1ll wll 
need 1D revile rwpra111i11111ve dlltrlc* to 
IMJid cllutlan of l'IICIII or llll9Jage 
minority group VOiing lb•tgth -------t 
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Who Must Reapportion? ................ 
• awe ·11111..-. ........ -. ..... blllld 

d ....... ................ 
• ea., wsas I I AS GIIUltl (CC. JP) 
• ........ dllllll:I .......... dlyccudl, ............. 

• EJl&iliON::m51 7 Z ldl.C,nllllldldlilllclllar .......... ,1ss-. ..................... 
211Dellllla 

Avery v. Midland County ( 1968) 

• PtlrlDdlc ............. 
IIUlldldlDTW 
CClfflnJ11lanera 
Coudll 

•TW8falulla 
amendad ID comply 
(42..001 Ta Eladlos, 
Cod9) 

-

.,,.,,.. ... , ... 
Praalnall lNllt .. ............ 
dur11111 c1 1or, 

(btlNd upan - -premld) 

-

Voting Rights Act of 1965 

Typical Criteria for 
Reapportionment 

-
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Additional Criteria 

• Minority rapra11ntlllun ......_ in 
1980 ............... lbauldbe n•..,.. l1111nll1 wlllaul 

: lqam_,-:-11, 11111111 a.11C111at 
•-•tllillll-naa In 1110wauld a1ra11c1 stw v. 
Blllldcd11•. 
•Avoid~. 

Mechanics of Reapportionment 

• Divide tatal county popullllol1 by 4. 
• ArrMt at,_,. prllCluct lize. 
• Dlllrmlne aclual papulatiarl in uidng 

1nc:lncll. 
• Complr9 lo idelll lllld arrive at a gross 

and .......... davllllloll. 
• If g.....,. tlWI 1mli, top to bottom, must 

red1slrlct 

- -
Shaw v. Reno (1993) 

• Race...., nal ... 
~fadol'ln 
reappoltblMnl 

• lfracellcoallldllled 
(• II fflUll lo IClllle 
81111111 undlr Vallng 
Alghla) tt. plan mlllt be,...., lllllcnd 

• Muimlmd mtnortly 
pram no longer ,.. ... 

• llnchmarb 
I 9 tlll2lllll under ••ffll¥be ...... 

........ dillrtcls wll 
drNICl'Uliny 

If Redistricting Required, then 

• AYOid •, etrogrw1on• d minority rights. 

• Do not ·r.llgRWlt' mlnarlly popualions. 
• Achieve ·one-peraon-one-· balance. 
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STEPS INCIDENT TO 
REAPPORTIONMENT 

• Pnlpll9 b' IIIIIII d C8111U1 data 
• Aalmble ..... ._ fltldoll pr•clnc:18 . ....., ........ .. 
• l.acllle lnaulnblnl ....... .. 
• Aa1lffllllelllatlan l'llllaryfQr patar 10 ,_. 
.e: ... ....,_............, 

dwaipluallfar ........... 

Election Precinct Requirements 

----··-· 
I 

-

• Ca111.P. 1111111 Pel 
........ a...-..:a. 
• Qawitt&'.AIII DIil 
........ DIIMat. 
....... DIil 
•Cl!,IMlld. 
•8lllla.dt:1Ed. 

-

Additional Steps 

Additional Election Precinct 
Requirements 

.rr_ .. a10 

- -
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Polling Places 

• R_,,_,~ 
CDll ..... tovalill'a 
lnlllllllanpraiat 

• ADA oamplant 
(acmll) 

• PUlllo llulldlnga 
aannatclagefDr-
1 alhlrlJII IPIII • 
llecloncllle 

-

• If no pubic bullclng 
• I U.,pallng 
plaaelhouldbe 
r1a11U111111J apan to .............. 

• M 111111 IIIIOlt. ..... 
....... be 
...... paling 
place 

Forming the Adv~ry Committee 

• Each Cammlllloner Appail&a 2 members. 
• Judge Appairlll 3 mambln. 
• Mllllblrahlp ahauld rllllct NQlal1II of 
~. 111d IMIGl'ly ,.,,111 llltlon 
lhauld be ........ to 1llllt d county 
populallon. 

- -
Role of Advisory Committee
Optional but recommended 

Duties of Advisory Committee 

• R.,_ any prap(INd plans. 

• Holt PIMc hNl'fliga on redistrictlna, 
• Allllt In fannullllon of one or more 

propaeed plans. 
• Recommend one or more plans for 

adoption. 

5 



Role of the Commissioners Court 

• Sala ....... Alllharlr far Reclllrtctll iu d 
COll'llf lllclan bculdlrtaa. 

• lTmlll ...-.-far lldapllon of. 
pqNJNd ........ plan. .111111......, ................. __ 
brFINlllal ... lllllla. 

• May ulllZ8 N8IDll8ble dilcnllan. 

Continued Timeline 

• ....,-Conducl ,-.C hllllngl on one or 
men Dllfflllllua pinna. 

• Augull ~-... ...,..s plan. 
• =:-elllmllplonfar pnacleerance lo .,_.,. .... 
• Novllnblr-Declnlber-Oblain 

precl111111111C8. 
•~ofPlan. 

11 .. 
l ' 

- -

Approximate Timeline 

• TII Apel 1, 2001-paplllll map tlaa. 
BIILnble IUppartlnQ dDcllnenlation. 

• Apll 1, 2001•HIHH af W data. 
• Apll 1-May 1-Pnlpa-. lnllll Aa1111mall. 

ar lldllllia pa11ca1 bculdartea, d81&111n 
nad far Nldlalclng. 

• May 1.July 1-Formulala IIIClllrlctlng plans. 

Implementation 

• Mil flnlll plan lldaptlld, Vear Reglstrar 
wa blgln ..... ID pal ..... mcW:1111 
was lam fannlr 111 i:tan pn1cl11cts to 
-, 1111W 1l1cllan bax~nclnd • 

• 9Dull Tl'IICI(' farpa•l* IIMllan of plan . 
• Pllbllcallorl af ... pdllclll boundariaa. 
• Fllng pal1od for cancldatll In Januay. 

Vol TI " ~f2: ----

- -
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Preclearance Process ~ 
• DOJ wll """8w to 11111n 1hat pllln ... 

not dllcrilt>tn 111 •• race, lllngulge or 
alhnlc valm . 

• 1n11111 eo diay ...._ period. 

• May approve, n1111111t men lnfonnalton. 
• If men lrlamtlllan ...._.ua1d, ...._ 

eo dly per1oc1 nm-. d raponee. 

II l I 

,.., - -

Good Luck, and So We Begin 

Do yau have qU8111ons? 
Feel free 1D cal us. 

Allilon, 8w &Aaoci1l11, LLP. 
5121482-0701 Voice 

512/480-0902 Fax 
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